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New Film Profiles Appalachia’s Coal Industry and 
Devastation Caused by Mountaintop Removal

Don’t miss the advance screening 
of Coal Country—the new film pro-
filing Appalachia’s coal industry. The 
film, with underwriting from Sierra 
Club Productions, takes us inside 
the modern coal mining industry to 
meet miners, mining company offi-
cials, coalfield community residents 
and activists and see the devastation 
and pollution from the mountaintop 
removal mining that is tearing the 
region apart. The film will be aired on 

the Discovery Channel in November, 
but don’t miss this special chance to 
meet Coal Country producer Mari-
Lynn Evans and director Phyllis 
Geller, and see this very compelling 
film on the big screen!

When: Thursday, Oct. 29, 2009, 
7:30 p.m.

Where: Bryn Mawr Film Institute, 
824 W. Lancaster Ave., Bryn Mawr, 
PA 19010

Reservations required: Admission 
is free, but reservations are necessary. 
Donations will be most welcome! To 
reserve, go to: http://pennsylvania.
sierraclub.org/southeastern/.

Questions: Call 215-508-3310 
and ask for Rosemary.

We will also have on display at the 
theater photographs by SPG’s own 
Mark Schmerling, a professional 
photographer who has been chroni-
cling mountaintop removal and its 
impact on Appalachia.

For more on the movie, go to: 
http://www.coalcountrythemovie.
com/.

For more on Sierra Club’s out-
reach about the movie and campaign 
against mountaintop removal, go to: 
http://www.sierraclub.org/scp/coal-
country.aspx.

If you miss this opportunity, stay 
tuned for information on hosting a 
house party to view Coal Country 
with family and friends early in 
November.

Help Genuardi’s Give 
to Sierra Club!
Genuardi’s Supermarkets has adopted an electronic system to make 
customer-designated donations to nonprofit organizations. Use your 
store club card and register Sierra Club to donate a percentage of your 
purchase to SPG. You can do that by going to http://www.escrip.com. 
SPG’s group number is 150733810.  Or clip this coupon and mail to us 
and we will do it for you!

Genuardi’s Community Cash Back Program
Full Name: _____________________________________________
Address:  _______________________________________________
City:  _________________________________________________
State: ________________________  Zip Code_________________
Genuardi’s Card Number: __________________________________

Clip out and send to: Sierra Club, P.O. Box 34659, Philadelphia PA 
19101 or e-mail to dennis.winters@verizon.net.



The Executive Committee meets the second Thursday of every month at 7 p.m. Meetings are open and members are encouraged to 
attend. Contact Pat Beaudet at pbeaudet@juno.com to confirm date, location, and time.

Who’s Who in SPG

Voice Mail: 215-592-4063
www.pennsylvania.sierraclub.org/southeastern/

Executive Committee 
Pat Beaudet, Chair 
Mark Schmerling, Vice Chair 
Anne Lovatt, Secretary 
Dennis Winters
Ron Weisen 
Robin Mann 
Bill Brainerd
Marv Meyer
Jeanette MacNeille
Matt Freeman
Mat Himmelein

Pat Beaudet, Chair
pbeaudet@juno.com 

Dennis Winters, Treasurer and Conservation 
Chair, dennis.winters@verizon.net, 215-790-
1894

Jeanette MacNeille, Air Issues

Robin Mann, Water & Wetlands
610-527-4598, robinmann@earthlink.net

Chris McLaughlin, Inner City Outings, 484-
680-6165, cm@vt.edu
www.outings.org

Marv Meyer, Chair of Energy and Global 
Warming Committee, mmeyer@eastern.edu

Bill Brainerd, Politics & Volunteer 
Coordinator, 610-325-3127, billbrainerd@
gmail.com

Sheila Startup, website, smstartup@verizon.
net

News & Events E-mail Notices:
Send your name & e-mail address to Pat Beaudet 
at pbeaudet@juno.com or Dennis Winters at 
dennis.winters@verizon.net to join the SPG 
Listserve and receive notices 2-3 times a month 
of upcoming events and take-action items.

The Southeastern PA Group of the Sierra Club 
will communicate with its members primarily 
with digital publications after this newsletter. 
For more information, visit www.pennsylvania.
sierraclub.org/southeastern/

Editor: Matt Freeman
Managing Editor: Pat Beaudet

Mail letters and articles to: 
Sierra Club Newsletter 
P.O. Box 34659 
Philadelphia, PA 19101 
or e-mail Matt Freeman:
mfreeman313@hotmail .com

The Southeast Pennsylvania Group does not 
endorse any product or service that is referenced in 
our newsletter. If a product or service is mentioned 
in our newsletter, it is not intended to indicate the 
group's preference, endorsement, or recommenda-
tion for such product or service. Any recognition 
for sponsorship of a SPG event is intended only to 
show the group's appreciation for such sponsorship. 
Any mention of a product or service in an article 
is only intended to give an example of a product 
or service that relates to that story and should in 
no way be construed as the club's recommendation 
to use such product or service.  All readers should 
use such product or service at their own risk.  The 
readers are also encouraged to fully investigate if a 
product or service will meet their needs and if such 
product or service is environmentally friendly.
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Executive Committee News

SPG Executive Committee Ballot 2009–2010 Term

The Executive Committee is elected by the membership to set conserva-
tion priorities and oversee the management of the group. 

Instructions: Vote for no more than six candidates. If you are a single 
member household, record your votes in the first column; if you live in a 
two-member household, record your respective votes in the two columns. 
Clip the ballot, fold in half, tape shut and enclose in an envelope along with 
the mailing label from your newsletter, or write your name and address on 
a slip of paper and attach. Mail to SPG Election, PO Box 34659, Phila. PA 
19101 before December 31, 2008.

					F     irst Member	 Second Member
Robin Mann			   _____		  _____
Anne Lovatt				   _____		  _____
Dennis R. Winters			   _____		  _____
Matt Freeman			   _____		  _____
Mark Barbash			   _____		  _____
Ron Weisen				    _____		  _____

Choose Your Leaders: Vote for Executive Committee Candidates
The Southeastern Pennsylvania Group’s Executive Committee performs a variety of tasks and makes key decisions 

on how local environmentalists respond to key issues in our region. The volunteers who serve on it provide direction 
for the group, and as an SPG member you can help promote environmentalism in our area by reading the statements 
and voting for the candidates whose views match your own. (See the ballot below for voting instructions.) Sierra Club 
regulations require that these statements and the ballot be presented in a print-version newsletter.

Robin Mann
I appreciate consideration for 

another term as a member of the SPG 
Executive Committee. The SPG needs 
to step up and seize the opportunity 
to engage and mobilize our members 
and others and help drive forward 
important local, state and national 
conservation objectives. We need to 
build vocal public demand for aggres-
sive action at all levels to arrest climate 
change and address its impacts, and 
to elect leaders who will be strong 
and effective champions for environ-
mental protection. We also need to 
take advantage of the resources made 
available by the national Sierra Club 
to help us reach out and strengthen 
relationships with a diversity of com-
munities, to pursue shared goals. We 
also have the opportunity to take 
advantage of new communications 
tools that facilitate involvement and 
activism. I am very excited about 
these changes and the opportunities 
they offer to SPG to build on our 
progress to date and become an even 
more effective and powerful force in 
the region. I will look forward to con-
tinuing to support this work, if elected 
to another term.

Mark Barbash
I  was  a sked  to  run for  the 

B o a rd  o f  t h e  So u t h e a s t e r n 
Pa.  Group of  the Sierra Club 
b e c au s e  o f  my  in t e r e s t  and 
p a s s i o n  f o r  v a r i o u s  e n v i -
r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s .  I  w a s  a t 
Lobby  Day  in  Har r i sburg .  I 
h a ve  a t t e n d e d  m a n y  o f  t h e 
S o u t h e a s t e r n  Pe n n s y l v a n i a 
Group’s  Free Library lectures. 
I  have done phone canvassing 
for the National Sierra Club on 
political issues. I am currently 
ve r y  ac t i ve  in  the  M arce l lu s 
Shale issue in Pennsylvania.

Also ,  I  am a  Phi lade lphia 
Tree Tender working with the 
Pe n n s y l v a n i a  Ho r t i c u l t u r a l 
Society. We are starting a new 
g r o u p  c a l l e d  A r t  Mu s e u m 
Green. 

I have always been involved in 
some way with the environment. 
Back in the 1960s I worked as 
an environmental specialist with 
Technicon Corporation, install-
ing monitoring devices for state 
and federal regulatory agencies. 
I’ve always been an avid outdoors-
man and have been involved with 
field, stream and fish biology as 
well.My professional background 
is in sales. I ran my own manu-
facturers representation company 
from 1980-2000. I am knowl-
edgeable about the nutrients and 
other forms of toxic chemicals in 
both water and air.

I am also in the United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary as an en-
vironmental specialist teaching 
marinas and boaters how to avoid 
polluting. 

I believe I would make a good 
addition to the SPG Executive 
Committee. Thank you for your 
consideration.

Ron Weisen
I am a believer in the web of 

life philosophy where everything is 
connected to everything else. I first 
became an activist with the club fight-
ing for preservation of ancient forests. 
I have served on the SPG Executive 
Committee for many years and am 
a former chair of the group. I have 
served on many other committees at 
the local, state and national levels and 
presently serve as volunteer leader of 
the national Global Population and 
Environment Program. I would like 
to continue to serve our group in its 
efforts to protect our environment.

Dennis Winters
Dennis Winters has been active 

in environmental issues since 1970.  
Now retired, Winters chairs the 
PA Chapter of the Sierra Club and 
also serves as its Political Chair.  
He is Conservation Chair of the 
Southeastern PA Group of the Sierra 
Club and serves on its Executive 
Committee.  Winters is currently 
the President of the Green Woods 
Charter School Board of Trustees and 
secretary of the Bicycle Coalition. In 
addition he also served six years as 
Chairman of the Regional Citizens 
Committee of the Delaware Valley 
Regional Planning Commission, the 
region’s MPO.

Winters has three grown children 
and seven grandchildren.

Matt Freeman
For nearly four years I have served 

SPG as its newsletter editor, drawing 
on more than 20 years of experience 
in journalism and publishing. I co-
ordinated our recent transition to 
an electronic newsletter format, and 
want to help enhance the group’s 
Web presence in the future. As an 
avid hiker, bicyclist, and angler, I 
am concerned about development 
in my native Chester County and 
across the region. Preserving what 
is left and steering our neighbors 
toward wiser choices are goals that 
I will continue to work faithfully to 
achieve as an executive committee 
member.

Anne Lovatt
Having now served two terms 

on the executive committee, I 
have increased my knowledge 
base and can now contribute 
much more if elected to a third 
term. I have attended trainings, 
conferences, lectures and chapter 
meetings and now have a solid 
foundation as to how the overall 
Sierra  Club operates  and i ts 
mission.

I have been a member for about 
17 years, but did not become active 
until the 2004 election. Although 
we lost that one, I continued vol-
unteering before running for office. 
I’ve also been leading hikes for the 
group on a regular basis. I first 
became interested in the environ-
ment when, as I child, I received a 
book for a Christmas present. That 
book was The Sea Around Us by 
Rachel Carson. When I was a little 
older I read The Silent Spring and 
have been an environmentalist ever 
since. I fully believe in the Sierra 
Club for its remarkable work and 
will always support it.
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Conservation News & Updates

Do We HaveYour
E-Mail Address?

If you want to receive the 
new e-mail newsletters from 
the Southeastern Pennsylvania 
Group but haven’t seen them yet, 
it’s possible we don’t have your 
e-mail address. You can of course 
e-mail it (see information below), 
telephone, or write to us. SPG 
will not sell or share your e-mail 
address with anyone, and you 
can opt out of receiving further 
newsletters at any time. (When 
you send us your e-mail, we will 
assume you wish to receive the 
newsletters.)Please help us bring 
in a greener new century by 
making sure you receive our new 
e-mail newsletters. Thanks!

To receive the e-mail newslet-
ters, contact:

Matt Freeman, Sierra Club—
Southeastern PA Group, 320 
Center St., Kennett Square, PA 
19348. Tel. 610-444-6190. E-
mail: mfreeman313@hotmail.
com.

Your e-mail address: _______
_________________________
__________________ 

Calendar Order Form
Calendar Price Number of 

Calendars
$ Total

Wilderness Wall Calendar $12.95 X =
Engagement Calendar (desk) $13.95 X =

Subtotal =
Subtract Discount: 15% for Sierra Club members, or

20% for at least 10 calendars, or =
25% for 25 or more calendars:

Subtotal: =
Add Mailing Charge: Book Rate: $2.75 total, or

First Class: $4.75 per calendar =
Taxable Subtotal (including mailing charge) =
Add: Pennsylvania Sales Tax 6% =

Grand Total =

Please enclose your check payable to:

Sierra Club Southeastern Pennsylvania Group
Your Name: _________________________
Your Address: _________________________

_________________________
Your Telephone Number _________________________
Please mail this order with your check to:

Sierra Club Southeastern Pennsylvania Group
c/o Pat Beaudet
3617 Indian Queen Lane
Philadelphia, PA 19129

For questions: 215-820-7872
pbeaudet@juno.com

Saturday, October 24, 1:00 p.m.
Hike in the Pennypack Ecological 
Restoration Trust

A four-mile hike during which 
participants can learn about this 
natural tract in Upper Moreland 
Township, Montgomery County. 
Address: 2955 Terwood Road. Meet 
at the rear office. Contact lauren-
floyd@verizon.net.

 
Saturday, October 31, 10 a.m. to 

12:45 p.m.
Hike the Wild Wissahickon

Discover and explore the trails less 
traveled as you learn about the lovely 
and wild Wissahickon Creek part of 
Fairmount Park. Meet at Hill House, 
201 W. Evergreen Ave., in Chestnut 
Hill. For more information, includ-
ing directions, go to http://hike.
mrbasketball.net/ or e-mail Sidney 
Goldstein at sg@mrbasketball.net. 
Telephone: 215-247-4459.

 
Saturday, November 7, 8:00 a.m. 

until dinner
The Atglen and Susquehanna 
Railroad (The Low Grade Line)

View the extraordinary bridges, 
culverts, and trestles of this abandoned 
Pennsylvania Railroad line, recently 
sold to local municipalities with the 

Practical and Beautiful: Sierra Club Calendars
Sierra Club calendars set the standard for compelling 
photographs of nature’s beauty. As the holiday season 
and the new year approach, you’ll want to order wall 
and engagement calendars for all your friends and 
relatives who appreciate the natural world, stunning 
photography, and gifts that are both practical and 
beautiful. And they help support the Southeastern 

Pennsylvania Group’s efforts to preserve the environ-
ment and help us all live sustainably right here at 
home. Use the order form below to get your calendars 
today.

possibility of trial development. The 
day will conclude with a discussion 
over dinner of land, trail, and park 
planning in Lancaster County. Trip 
fee of $25 for members of Sierra Club 
and a number of other environmental 
groups, $30 for nonmembers. Trip 
fee includes full hiker’s breakfast but 
not lunch or dinner; transportation 
will be via car pools—participants are 
asked to share expenses. Information 
and reservations: Philadelphia Parks 
Alliance, 215-879-8159. 

 
Sunday, November 8, 2:00 p.m.

Hike the Darlington Trail
A three-mile hike to help partici-

pants learn about this section of the 
trail network in Middletown Township, 
Delaware County. Meet in the parking 
lot on the west side of Valley Road, a 
quarter-mile north of Baltimore Pike. 
Contact wbrainerd3@gmail.com.

Monday, November 16, 6:45 
p.m.

SPG Free Library Lecture Series: 
Geoengineering: Creative Ways to 
Combat Global Warming

The Sierra Club of Southeastern 
PA presents the latest in its lecture 
series featuring Dr. Alan Robock, 
Department of Environmental 

Sciences, Rutgers New Brunswick. 
Location: The Free Library of 
Philadelphia, 19th and Vine Sts., 
fourth floor. Contact: wbrainerd3@
gmail.com

 
Saturday, November 21, 1:00 p.m.

Hike the Greenbank Farm and 
Natural Lands Trust

A 1.5-mile hike at this Marple 
Township, Delaware County site 
meant to help particpants learn about 
the role such preserved land plays in 
maintaining water quality. Address: 
991 Palmer’s Mill Road. At the stop 
sign go straight down a long driveway 
past an Asian-style house, past an old 
stone house, over a speed bump, to 
the first of two small white houses 
on the right. Contact: wbrainerd3@
gmail.com.

 
Saturday, November 28, 10 a.m. 

to 12:45 p.m.
Hike the Wild Wissahickon

Discover and explore the trails less 
traveled as you learn about the lovely 
and wild Wissahickon Creek part of 
Fairmount Park. Meet at Hill House, 
201 W. Evergreen Ave., in Chestnut 
Hill. For more information, includ-

Hikes & Happenings

continued on page 4
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To explore, enjoy and protect the earth

Service Projects

Wissahickon Park 
First  Sat .  of  the month,  10 
a.m. / Trail Work Party in the 
Wissahickon.  
Join Sierra Club and Appalachian 
Mountain Club for trail work from 
10 a.m. -12:30 p.m. followed by 
lunch at a local spot. Meet at Hill 
House, 201 W. Evergreen Ave. 
in Chestnut Hill. Call Sidney at 
215-247-4459. The Sierra Club 
sponsors this project.

2nd and 4th Sat. of the month / 
Wissahickon Service Project. 
Contact David Bower at 215-
685-0120 for time and meeting 
place. Various tasks to help restore 
and maintain the Wissahickon. 
This project is sponsored by the 
Fairmount Park Commission.

Pennypack Park 
2nd Sat. of the month 10 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. 
Pennypack Restoration Volunteers. 
Contact Jackie Olson at 215-
685-0470 for the day's projects. 
This project is  sponsored by 
Fairmount Park and Pennypack 
Environmental Center. 
2nd Sun. of the month, 12 p.m. 
- 3 p.m. Pennypack Volunteer 
Opportunities. Join the Northeast 
Cyclists for a variety of projects 
in support of park restoration. 

Contact Jackie Olson at 215-685-
0470. This project is sponsored 
by Fairmount Park and Pennypack 
Environmental Center.

Ridley Creek State Park 
First Sat. of the month 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m. Projects involve a variety 
of activities to help maintain the 
trails in this beautiful local park. 
Due to state budget cutbacks, the 
park is more short-staffed than 
ever and needs help. Family and 
friends are welcome also. Regular 
trai l  work.For detai ls  and to 
register, contact Gary Sawyer at 
muddyboots@comcast.net. This 
project is sponsored by the Friends 
of Ridley Creek State Park.

Philadelphia 
Recycling 
1st Sat. of the month. Join Sierra 
Club members and neighbors 
to recycle plastics,  cardboard 
and other items not part of the 
city's general recycling program. 
Contact ajthomson175@hotmail.
com.

Note: Service projects sponsored by orga-
nizations other than the Sierra Club are 
offered to Sierra Club members as oppor-
tunities to participate in worthy projects 
that enhance, protect and preserve the 
environment.  

See Page 3
to Sign Up for New
E-mail Newsletters!

ing directions, go to http://hike.
mrbasketball.net/ or e-mail Sidney 
Goldstein at sg@mrbasketball.net. 
Telephone: 215-247-4459.

Saturday, December 5, 8:00 a.m. 
until dinner
Hike the Upper Pennypack in 
Montgomery County

Hike the trails and back roads of 
the Upper Pennypack, visiting the 
Pennypack Ecological Restoration 
Trust, the magnificent architecture of 
Bryn Athyn, and new and proposed 
trails along the Pennypack. After 
picnic lunch in the countryside, the 
day concludes over dinner with a dis-
cussion of land and park planning in 
Montgomery County. Trip includes 
train fares, but not meals. Trip fee of 
$25 for members of Sierra Club and a 
number of other environmental groups, 
$30 for nonmembers. Travel to the area 
hiked will be by train; you may board at 
any of several stations. Trip fee includes 
train fare but not meals. Information 
and reservations: Philadelphia Parks 
Alliance, 215-879-8159.

 
Saturday, December 26, 10 a.m. 

to 12:45 p.m.
Hike the Wild Wissahickon

Discover and explore the trails less 
traveled as you learn about the lovely 
and wild Wissahickon Creek part of 
Fairmount Park. Meet at Hill House, 
201 W. Evergreen Ave., in Chestnut 
Hill. For more information, includ-
ing directions, go to http://hike.
mrbasketball.net/ or e-mail Sidney 
Goldstein at sg@mrbasketball.net. 
Telephone: 215-247-4459.

Hikes & 
Happenings
continued from page 3


